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Shortcut

Use this diagram to help determine the number of significant figures in a measured
value...

Pacific Atlantic
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Practice: Determine the number of sig figs in each of the following numbers.

a.432 b. 730 ¢.65.0 d. 8400 e. 0.004501 f. 0.850 2. 101.0
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If the decimal point is present, start counting digits from the Pacific (left) side,
starting with the first non-zero digit.

0.003100 (4 sig. figs.)

If the decimal point is absent, start counting digits from the Atlantic (right) side,
starting with the first non-zero digit.

31,400 (3 sig. figs.)





